
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          An organization that strives for the protection and promotion of social rights 

                                                            Organization de defense des droits sociaux 

 
 

“53% of the Population of Freetown has access to 

safe drinking water the remaining 47% don‟t  
 

  

 

Action For Social Rights World Water Day Report 2009 

World Water Day 2009 

 

“Let Commit Ourselves  

To Stop Corruption In 

Water” 

 



Action For Social Rights  Report On World Water Day 2009 

Action For Social Rights is an organization that advocates for the protection and 

promotion of social rights through effective coordination with like-minded 

organization within Sierra Leone and Abroad 

1 

 

Table Of Content 
 

 

Content ----------------------------------------------------------------1 

Acknowledgement ---------------------------------------------------2 

Acronym --------------------------------------------------------------3 

Opening Prayer -------------------------------------------------------4 

Introduction of Chairman -----------------------------------------4/5 

Hint Statement -----------------------------------------------------5/6 

Presentation of T-Shirt ----------------------------------------------7 

Participant Involvement ------------------------------------------7/8 

Dialogue, Questions & Answers -----------------------------------8 

Commitment Signing and Pledge -------------------------------8/9 

Introduction and Formation of National WASH Coalition 

Sierra Leone ----------------------------------------------------------9 

Chairman Closing Remark -----------------------------------------9 

Appendix ---------------------------------------------------------9/10 



Action For Social Rights  Report On World Water Day 2009 

Action For Social Rights is an organization that advocates for the protection and 

promotion of social rights through effective coordination with like-minded 

organization within Sierra Leone and Abroad 

2 

Acknowledgement 

 

Volunteers, Advisers and Management of Action For Social Rights heartily 
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Acronym 

 

WSSCC--- Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council 

WIN--- Water Integrity Network 

INESCR--- International Network on Economic Social and 

Cultural Rights 

UNDP--- United Nations Development Programme 

NWASHC--- National Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Coalition  

WAHRC--- Western Area Human Rights Committee 

AfSoR--- Action For Social Rights 

UNDP/CSOF--- United Nations Development Program Civil 

Society Forum 

ILO--- International Labour Organization 

GVWC--- Guma Valley Water Company 

SALWACO--- Sierra Leone Water Company 

TI--- Transparency International 

NMDHR--- Network Movement for Democracy and Human 

Rights
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Action For Social Rights from the 14th -26th March 2009 
Commemorates World Water Day 2009 on the theme 
“Raising Awareness In Water Corruption: Management 
and Distribution” at ENCISS Resource Centre. 
 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

The commemoration start with a silent 

opening prayer of participants, 

 

Overview and Welcome Address; 

Foday A Sillah, Assistant Program 

Officer. I want to humbly welcome all of 

you for finding time in attending this 

interactive annual commemoration of 

world water day 2009. Your presence as 

demonstrated determination in our 

campaign to fights corruption in the 

water sector. The purpose of the 

interactive dialogue gathering is to 

raised the awareness among ourselves in 

fighting against corruption in water 

management and distribution and to also 

discourage illegal connection of water 

pipes without the consent of Guma 

Valley Water Company {GVWC} and 

sensitize the general  to pay water rate 

and to also adhere to environmental 

protection. We are hear to form the 

National WASH Coalition and to sign a 

commitment and pledge to fight against 

corruption in water. Ladies and gentle 

once more welcome all of you to this 

day dialogue. I thank you.  

 

Introduction of Chairman 

 

Ladies and gentle men the person I am 

about to introduce is not a stranger to us 

all am about to say you know me. But 

for those who may see him for the first 

time, I will say that he is now pursuing 

master degree in Business 

Administration on Human Resource 

Management at Saint Clements 

University, the National Coordinator 

Network Movement for Democracy and 

Human Rights and Chairman of the 

Western Area Human Rights 

Committee. Lets put our hands together 

for Mr. James Mathew. 

   

The Session which took place at 

ENCISS Resource Centre Old Railway 

Line Brookfield‟s attracted many 

participants from the civil society, 

consumers and other human rights 

groups in the Country. 

 

Opening Remark 

 

 
The Chairman for the meeting Mr. 

James Mathew National Coordinator of 

Network Movement for Democracy and 

Human Rights said …“Water is essential 

in our country, even though the Water 

Supply for the population of our country 

is not enough let make use of the one 

now that we have”, he said “we can 

manage the scarcity of food but we 

cannot manage scarcity of water if water 

is scarce all of us seating in this meeting 

we should not have being there” he said. 
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He advice that for betterment, there is a 

need for improvement in the water 

supply for the country. 

 

“The highest amount of sickness 

contacted toady in our county is due to 

the drinking of impure water and poor 

sanitation” he said. 

Mr. Mathew further said that for 

betterment in our country we should 

avoid “I don‟t care” life seeing Guma 

Pipes wasting water report it, diverting 

of pipes too should be avoided and 

discourage” he said. 

 

Hint Statement 

 

Method of Reducing Corrupt Practices 

In Water Management & Distribution 

 

The public relation officer of Guma 

Valley Water Company Mr. Joseph 

Musa in delivering his hint statement on 

the above Method of Reducing Corrupt 

Practices In Water Management & 

Distribution said that “water is no longer 

a privilege but rights according to the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

{UDHR} say it is a right for human 

being to have a safe drinking water”. 

United Nations Declared March 2002 as 

World Water Day but this year is Shared 

Water, Shared Opportunity he said. 

 

In his presentation proper he said that 

water is basic necessity for life being a 

component for man‟s existence UN 

Secretary General prevailed that. 

“Safe water provision is expensive, 

according to recent researched 800 US 

Dollars you pay for water to be 

connected in an individual‟s house” he 

said. 

 

Mr. Musa said “1.5 billion peoples lacks 

access to water, 2.4 billion in the world 

have poor sanitation, some people use 

the well water for drinking in that 

process they contact like typhoid to 

name but few”. 

 

“Guma Valley Water is tested in the lab 

before sent it out to the public” he said. 

 

Mr. Musa said “53% of the population of 

Freetown has access to safe drinking 

water the remaining 47% don‟t”. 

 

Guma was set up for 500 thousand 

people for failing to realized that the 

country will increased in the future, now 

the city has over 1.3 million people how 

can we sustain such water to served the 

whole population is a problem he said. 

“Safe drinking water is not free all over 

the world so how could the poor inherit” 

that. 

 

Guma uses fuel, chemical, labour force 

and staff so Guma produces water 

targeted  people that can afford for the 

use of it, this bring about conflict 

between the producers and the 

consumers he said. 

 

He said  “water corruption exist in every 

human being Endeavour”,  “since 1967 

producing of safe drinking water has 

been the task for Guma on a mainly 

commercial basis according to the act of 

parliament”. 

 

“Current tariff approved by the 

Government is one Leone fifty 

cent{Le1.50} for one gallons, and Guma 

extracted 16million gallons per day still 

is not enough for the consumers” he 

said. 

 

He said “if you want water for free you 

look for street pumps, because the 

company looks forward for commercial 
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consumers than domestic consumers 

because they don‟t pay”. 

 

Corruptions exist from the laying of 

pipes to the consumers. from the 

disconnection of pipes to the 

reconnections time there is corruption, 

from the disconnection of pipes to the 

paying of bills corruption exist, but one 

good thing he appreciated so much is the 

establishment of the Anti Corruption 

Commission so corruption is limiting he 

said. 

 

Addressing Water Vulnerability To 

Stop Corruption 

 

The Executive Director of Action For 

Social Rights talks about the addressing 

water vulnerability to stop corruption in 

his presentation he said, the expansion of 

the city after the war has made water 

more vulnerable. The encroachment of 

Guma Valley Water catchments areas by 

people to build houses are also 

contributing factor to the vulnerability of 

the water. “The indiscriminate 

deforestations of potential trees or forest 

reserved especially in the city is grossly 

affect the quantum of rainfall during the 

rainy season” which makes the 

distribution and management of the 

scarce or limited water, vulnerable to 

consumers. “I also want to state that, the 

delaying in amending water wastage or 

leakages by Guma Valley Water 

Company makes the situation worsen. 

Consumer management makes the water 

also vulnerable”. Never the less, 

building of the dams was a mistake that 

lead to corruption and shortage of water 

as futuristic plans was not in mind to 

remedy the expansion of the city. He 

highlights what needs to be done in 

addressing such vulnerability. “We need 

to embark on environmental 

sensitization and protection in water 

sector he said; plant multiple trees within 

our compound; stop illegal connection 

and the cutting of water hose; providing 

treated water wells as alternatives for 

pipe borne water and to pay water rates 

on time”.  “All of us in this room have 

the responsibility to sensitize our 

colleagues, family relation not to waste 

water indiscriminately”, he concluded. 

 

 

The Effect Of Corruption In The Water 

Sector To National Development 

 

Foday A Sillah, Assistant Program 

Officer in his statement he highlighted 

the effect of corruption to our national 

development. As we all know the 

significant of water in society. Socially, I 

wish to say that the increase of water 

borne diseases, like chicken pox, small 

pox, diarrhea, cholera etc. is due to lack 

of adequate pure water supply. The 

shortage of water leads to corrupt 

practices which is presently 

uncontrollable because the demand of 

pure water is on the increase. A good 

number of Sierra Leonean are dying 

including young as well as old. 

Therefore, we need to say “no to any 

form of corrupt practices within the 

water sector”. Corruption has also lead 

to community instability such as 

violence, where abusive languages 

fighting, stabbing and chaos normally 

occurred. Economically lateness to 

work, let us all know that increases in 

diseases will hamper the productivity 

and human resources of this beloved 

nation. I may want to leave these words 

of caution on the minds of us all ñsay no 

to any form of corrupt practicesò. 

Thanks for listening. 
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Presentation Of T-Shirt 

 

 
 

The Executive Director Present the 

official T-shirt to the panelist after 

reading the wording on the T-shirt which 

is {Front: logos of Water Supply and 

Sanitation Collaborative Council, Action 

For Social Rights; and Water Integrity 

Network with the wording „AfSoR 

Commemorate World Water Day 2009. 

Raising Awareness On water 

Corruption Management And 

Distribution” Back: “Let Commit Our 

Selves To Stop Corruption In Waterò. 

 
 

Participant Involvement 

 

Group 1 

Presentation 

 

Question: What are the best ways to 

manage and distributes water to avoid 

corrupt practices 

¶ Manage/stop leakages; 

¶ Stop illegal connection; 

¶ Stop water reservoir encroachment; 

¶ Public Sensitization; 

¶ Cross connection control; 

¶ The need to resuscitate water tanks; 

¶ Replacement and repairing must be 

monitored properly. 

 

 

 

Group 2 

 

Presentation 

Question: what do we need to do to 

reduce corrupt practices in water? 

¶ To provide accessibility on facilities 

around water; 

¶ To provide monitoring mechanism in 

water sector; 

¶ Provide channels with consumers 

care and domestic users; 

¶ Provide standard incentives to meet 

the demand of staff/labourers; 

¶ To sensitize domestic users to pay 

their water rates; 

 

 

Group 3 

Presentation 

 

Question: What are the problems to 

national development if corruption in 

water continues? 

¶ Acute water shortage {inadequate 

supply}; 

¶ Result to strike, violence; 

¶ No rights to water but privilege; 

¶ Alarming health situation ; 

¶ High rate of unemployment; 

 

Group 4 

Presentation 
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Question: what should we do to address 

the issue vulnerability of water to stop 

corruption? 

¶ To construct more dams across the 

country; 

¶ To stop deforestations; 

¶ Reviewing of the water act; 

¶ Contract relating to water 

management and supply should be 

made open; 

¶ Better working condition of service; 

 

Dialogue Questions and Answer 

 

Participants, presenter and AfSoR 

engaged in the dialogue session after 

group‟s presentation for more in-depth 

understanding on the commemoration 

theme “Raising Awareness on Water 

Corruption; Management and 

Distribution” taken into consideration 

the various presentations done by 

presenters and the groups. Suggestion, 

questions also form part of the dialogue. 

Below are the question, suggestions and 

answers that are raised. 

 

What is the purity of Guma Water as 

WHO has a standard of 0.07 purity?  

 Our is 0-04 purity. 

 

What are the goals of GVWC to create 

the other dam? 

After the Bumbuna they will look 

forward now to Guma Valley Water 

Company 

 

Which systems are we using for service 

and how equipped is it? 

PVC pipes and poly ethrine pipes but 

S/L we use soft manages pipes. 

 

What are the mechanisms Guma has put 

in place for people that do not have 

money to get pure drinking water? 

 

More reservoir and more dams are in 

construction by Guma to create home 

street pumps to create water for people  

Since October last year, George brook 

was provided six street pumps but until 

now nothing has being achieved from 

them. 

 

The only well that are safe as the wells 

with submersible pumps and each cost 

more than ten thousand dollars {10,000 

$}. 

Guma cannot stop fire fighters getting 

water from our hydrant because they are 

working to save life and Guma too, but 

still the do sells water. 

 

It was unanimously suggested that an 

intensive national campaign on water 

and environment protection and 

management be done nationally to 

attract all stakeholders of the dangers 

and sanity in water and the environment. 

 

 

 

 

Commitment Signing and Pledge 

 

 
After the hint presentations, participant 

involvement and dialogue participant see 

the need to holistically involve in the 

campaign to fights and sensitize the 

general public in water corrupt practices 
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by appending their names, organization 

and signature. 

 

Introduction & Formation Of 

National WASH Coalition Sierra 

Leone 

 

 
The Executive director Wurie Mamadu 

Tamba Barrie explained to participant of 

the need to form the national wash 

coalition in Sierra Leone. He explained 

that this body will be responsible to 

commemorate the world water day each 

year with the blessing of Water Supply 

and Sanitation Collaborative Council 

and, embark on the implementations of 

recommendations of the dialogue and 

other environmental education base on 

water and sanitation. He said He will 

present the names to the Water Supply 

and Sanitation Collaborative council for 

endorsement and blessing before calling 

on the first meeting. Participant 

appreciate the ideas and committee their 

organization to be member of the 

National WASH Coalition of Sierra 

Leone. This group will be recognized by 

our partners.  

 

 

Chairman Closing Remark 

 

In his closing remarks Mr. James 

Mathew said let us prepared ourselves 

for future challenges and educates 

ourselves for future capacity. 

 

Appendix 

 

Presentation of T-Shirt to UNDP 

 

After the commemoration an official 

presentation of the World Water Day 

2009 T-shirt to UNDP.  

 

Names and Organization Append 

Signatures On T-Shirt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization Appeals 

 

Board of Advisors, Management and 

Staff of Action For Social Rights wish to 

appeal to the international community 

and donor partners to provide our 

organization with funds to continue the 

campaign.  

 

 

Group Photo 

 

After the end of the program a group 

photo was taken setting a new stage for 
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the awareness raising on corruption in 

water. 

 

Deeply Regret 

 

We deeply regret for not pasting all the 

photos attached to this project as we lost 

it through the breakage of our office by 

thieves. The attached photos was made 

available by courtesy the chair of the 

program. 

 

End Of Report 

 

                                                                                                                   


