We are hundreds of young Africans impacting positive changes in thousands of lives in Africa! Joins us!
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EDITORIAL

Does that sound familiar, then chances are you spent the
full day and night of November 4th 2008 watching a young
ambitious African-American rise to his highest dream, the
post of President of the United States of America. And you
certainly already know that when Barrack Obama declared
his desire to vie for the post of President, many labelled
him too ambitious and too young. And very few including a
go-getter like | thought it was possible. We saw the
challenges, while he saw the opportunity. Like Michelle
Obama put it to an NBC journalist “We are not in this to
win. We are in this to give ourselves and bring something
else to the table”. To the table, they brought a message of
change and hope that has resonated hugely with fellow
Americans tired of a system that was no longer cared for
middle class families. Whatever inspired them has set the
tone for an election history keeps dear.

While we watch this happen, we also hope that Barrack
Obama’s story will not only inspire you to stand up for
your ideals, but will also remind you daily as you struggle
to achieves those ideals that challenges and successes come
together. To you working for the respect of the peoples’
rights, providing care and support to less privileged people,
fighting for environmental awareness, or contributing in
any way for a better world, especially a better Africa, we
just want to say again: YES YOU CAN. Where you find
opportunity, know there are challenges and certainly
success ahead. They come in a continuum and only those
who recognize the spine in their back get to the end of the
fight. s POCHI TAMBA, CEO, NAYD International

EDITORIAL TEAM
This issue has been
compiled by:
Pochi Tamba,
Munu Thaddeus,
Christian P. Tabifor

Design and Layout
Christian P. Tabifor

Network of African
Youths for
Development

C/o Pochi Tamba

CRTV Mballa I
Yaoundé, Cameroon

EMAIL

nayd2007@yahoo.com

WEBSITE
www.nayd.org

The editors have taken
every care to make sure
that the contents of this
newsletter are as
accurate as possible. The
authors have ultimate
responsibility, however,
for the content of
individual articles.




Saving Great Apes of Tubah Forest

he Benevolent .

Association \

for the @
the Environment and the Soually Underprlvneged
(BAPESU) under the leadership of Christian Tabifor
(President/Coordinator) are privileged to engage in a project
aimed at saving great apes from extinction. This project which

W rultond

Protection of

is christened ‘awareness Campaign for the Protection of

endangered Great Apes in the Tubah Upland FongBtbegin
in the month of December 2008 through to February 2008. The
project aims to help in the conservation of the great apes
population in Tubah Upland Forest through a community
awareness campaign. The great apes face threat from habitat
loss, illegal burning of forest, local
conflicts, capture and sale of live
specimens, and  expansion  of
agriculture. ~ This  project  will
discourage burning of the forest and
hunt for bush meat and will cover two
villages which span the forest (Bambui
- \ and small Kedjom-Ketingoh). It will
help to educate and enlighten the local people on the
importance of conserving the great apes in their natural habitat
in order to prevent extinction. The great apes face threat from
habitat loss, illegal forest burning, local conflicts, capture and
sale of live specimens, and expansion of agriculture. It will
educate and enlighten the local people on the importance of
conserving the great apes in their natural habitat in order to
prevent extinction. The project seeks to ignite a strong alert
message and consciousness across to the mass local population
on the need for nature conservation. It will be an inspiration
and a strong motivation for the local communities to be
actively involved in the management of their local forest
resources. Some of the chief activities of the program are local
radio talk programs, door-to-door sensitization and distribution
of tracks by volunteers, open community meetings and
interactive discussion with village communities; capacity
building workshops for community groups and villagers. The
project is being funded by Rufford Small Grants Foundation.
For more information write to bapesu.org@gmail.com
www.ruffordsmallgrants.org/rsg/projects/christian_tabifor
Christian Tabifor (Project Coordinator and President BAPESU)

Ruffo 3
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u.S Democracy Triumphs Racism

ever in my life time as a youth, had | ever felt that a

Black would ever become the president of America

regarding the huge history that lies behind slavery

and racism in North America and Europe. Truly and
forthrightly if I was quizzed on this | would say it would take
another one hundred years for such a thing to Happen in the
USA. Beyond any shadows of doubts, America has proven that
she is really the pace setter of
democracy. In fact, America has
the most advanced democracy.
With the election of Barack
Obama into the oval office,
Americans saw no colour, no
race, no divide, no hatred, no
handicap, no discrimination but
someone who brings true reason
and reality before the nature. He
inspired Americans and the
world especially with hope and change; he made us all to
expunge fear, defeat, and weakness. For many across Africa and
the world at large, Obama's election seals America's reputation
as a country of interminable opportunities. Mwai Kibaki the
President of Kenya decreed a public holiday permitting partying
to continue throughout the night and into a second day. From
Europe to Asia, the Middle East, many expressed incredulity
that the U.S. could overcome centuries of racial conflict and
elect an African-American president. Across the world people
danced in the streets and clad themselves in USA flags. Born in
Hawaii, Obama passed for the most part of his childhood raised
by his white mother. He barely knew his father. But for the
world's poorest continent, the rise of a man of African heritage
to America's highest office is a source of colossal pride and
hope. Africa's proud leaders in the likes of Mandela, South
Africa's first black president said Obama gave the world the
courage to dream. He said | quote, "Your victory has
demonstrated that no person anywhere in the world should not
dare to dream of wanting to change the world for a better
p | a dtee &rst ever woman elected to lead an African country,
Liberia’s president Ellen Johnson - the first woman elected to
head an African country - said she did not expect to see a black
American president in her lifetime. "All Africans now know that
if you persevere, all things are possible,” she said. Hundreds
students in Indonesia, where Obama lived as child, exploded in
joy when Obama was declared President Elect. Obama is the
first truly global U.S. president the world has ever had. The
kings of Africa who claimed to be democratically elected
presidents must learn from the US to accept change and give the
opportunity for young people to rule too. Christian Tabifor
(BAPESU & NAYD)


mailto:bapesu.org@gmail.com
http://www.ruffordsmallgrants.org/rsg/projects/christian_tabifor

Kenya Youth in Bonding Trip to Rift Valley

airobi, Sept. 9 - THE 20 youth from Tetu Division
exchanged pleasantries outside the Rift Valley PC
office as they waited for the administrator to flag
off the final leg of their journey for peace and,
yes,discovery. They were on their way to Marakwet East
constituency in an exchange programme that saw youth from
Marakwet visit Nyeri for two weeks last month. Their faces
were a study in excitement as they ventured into Rift Valley to
interact with local communities. Most of them had never
traveled beyond Nyahururu in their two decades on earth!
The exchange programme is the brainchild of the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports with the help of the UN
Development Programme (UNDP), and seeks to enable
Kenyans from all regions to interact and create peace.The
effort comes in the wake of post-election violence that left
1,200 people dead mostly in the Rift Valley, property worth
millions of shillings destroyed, and more than 350,000 people
displaced. The ministry mind UNDP are now bringing together
youth from the warring communities. Provincial commissioner
Hassan Noor Hassan was to flag the youth off to complete
their journey to Marakwet, having travelled from Nyeri. The
group, escorted by Nyeri district commissioner David
Mwangi, on behalf of the Central PC, had to wait for six long
hours to be addressed by the administrators and officers from
the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. The long wait did
not dampen their spirits as they were looking forward to
reaching Marakwet East and mingling with the residents. To
set the mood for their journey, the youth were wearing caps
and Polo-shirts bearing peace messages. Printed on the caps
was a message, We are one while on the front of the polo-shirt
was Tuelewane (Lets understand each other) in capital letters.
At the back of the shirts was another message, a quote from St
Francis of Asissi, which says, Lord make me an instrument of
peace. One of them, Miss Rose Nyagaki, said she could not
wait to meet in Marakwet District residents. She had never
been to that part of the country before. Young people from that
district visited us last month and we made friends. We have
really missed them and now | want to go to their homes and
meet their parents and other relatives, she said. The teenager,
who was born and grew up in the rolling hills that hug the
Aberdare National Park in Central Kenya, had only read in
books about the beautiful Lakes Nakuru, Elementaita and the
famous Perkerra irrigation scheme in Baringo District.

But by Monday evening, she and her colleagues who traveled
for a two week stay with residents of Marakwet East had seen
the scenic lakes Elementaita and Nakuru. The youth who
always thought snow-capped Mount Kenya was the most
beautiful physical feature on earth were amazed by the
glorious gathering of flamingoes at Lake Nakuru. They still
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had much to see at lakes Bogoria, Baringo and Kamnarok,
notto mention the scenic Tugen Hills. Michael
Muchomba (Country Director Nayd Kenya)

Young Girls the New Bait for Fishermen

unga Beach, along the shores of Lake Victoria
in Kenya's western city of Kisumu, erupts into
activity when the boats bring in their catch.
Female fishmongers scramble along the beach
to buy fish, shouting themselves hoarse to get the attention
of the fishermen and middlemen, who control whether or
not the women will have anything to sell that day.
Mingling with the jostling fishmongers is 19-year-old
Lillian Onoka; stylishly dressed and with neatly plaited
hair, she is easily noticed. "I do not sell fish but my aunt
does, and she brings me along with her. | just help her get
the fish without her having to scramble,” Onoka told
IRIN/PlusNews. Her aunt brings her as an inducement to
the fishermen to hand over the best of their catch. Onoka
says she is not tied to one fisherman, but will sleep with
whoever offers the best deal on any given day.
This trend is a new take on an old system, known as
'jaboya’ (a customer who is also a lover, in the local Luo
language), in which female fishmongers develop sexual
relationships with fishermen and middlemen in exchange
for fish. Fishing is the economic mainstay of this
community, and jaboya the only way for fish traders to
make a living. Stiff competition for a catch that is often
less than plentiful means offering their own bodies is no
longer enough, so desperate traders have now resorted to
making available their younger, more nubile relatives -
many of them under 18 years of age - to ensure they have
an edge.
"Most of them [fishmongers] give us money and we are
able to dress well and take care of ourselves,” Onoka said.
She was orphaned when both her parents died from HIV-
related illnesses, dropped out of school and left her village
to live with her aunt in Kisumu, capital of Nyanza
Province.

Kennedy Omondi, 28, has been a fisherman since he was
17, when he dropped out of high school to help his father
run his fleet of 10 fishing boats. After his father's death, he
took over the management of the business, making him
relatively affluent in this community. Although married



with two children, he told IRIN/PlusNews he regularly has sex
with young girls in exchange for fish. "I would rather have sex
with the young girls they bring to us than have sex with my
mother's age-mates,” he said. Omondi is not conscientious
about using condoms; he will use a condom if a girl brings one
along, but if she doesn't, he will have unprotected sex. The
updated version of the jaboya system puts a new generation in
the crosshairs of the pandemic, local health workers say.

Nyanza Province has an HIV prevalence of 15.3 percent, the
country's highest. According to statistics from the UN Food
and Agriculture Organisation, prevalence among Kenyan
fisher folk reached 30.5 percent in 2006. "These young girls
are lured into this kind of business to make quick money to fit
into urban life," Dr Charles Okal, acting provincial medical
officer for Nyanza Province, told IRIN/PlusNews. Okal said
the main cause of the new trend was increased poverty, and the
government was planning to start HIVV/AIDS programmes with
local youth groups to target young girls involved in the sex-
for-fish trade.
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Ngolle Ebuh Godline

Organization: Ebamut Youths Cultural and Development
Association

Country: Cameroon

Development Interests: | am already an old member who
has decided to be new. | have changed my mailing address
and my phone number. | am also very interested in the
development of my continent in general and my country in
particular. So | want, through this medium, together with
other young people like me, effectuate change.

Akande Oluwabusayomi Opeyemi

Organisation : Make Impact Group

Country: Nigeria

Development Interests: | must say here that | am glad to
partner with NAYD. It is like learning new things
everyday especially from the NAYD team, Paul Shaw who
has been giving me lots of advice and exchanging great
ideas with me about organizational activities. As the
National Coordinator of Make Impact Group, Nigeria, |

A local NGO, the Dunga Fishermen and Women ASSOCiationunderstand rea”y that the world needs the young peop|e

is also working to end the dangerous sexual practices that have
become so acceptable in the fishing community. "We have lost
many of our people to HIV, and it is sad to see many of us
engage in such risky sexual behaviours," said Sabina Achieng,
an official of the NGO who is also a fish trader. "It is true that
these things happen - we are now partnering with other like-
minded organisations to create awareness. The group is
working with another local NGO, Osienala(Friends of Lake
Victoria) and Radio NamLolwe (Radio Lake Victoria), a local
broadcaster, to create media messages targeting the fishing
community in Nyanza. The UK-based medical relief charity,
Merlin, is also working with beach communities to raise HIV
awareness through local music, dance and drama competitions.
Achieng said her organisation planned to enlist the help of the
provincial administration to help them find more productive
activities for the young girls who spend their days idling on the

beach. According to Kenya's Centre for the Study of

Adolescence(CSA), Nyanza has one of the highest teen
pregnancy rates in the country, as well as some of the highest
school dropout rates. Girls in Nyanza begin sexual activity
earlier than their counterparts in other regions: the average
girls in Nyanza starts having sex aged 16, compared to 19 in
Nairobi Province. CSA said the main reasons for this were
poverty and lack of access to comprehensive sex education,
including information on HIV/AIDS. m Michael Muchomba
NAYD Kenya

before we can succeed and that is why MIG Nigeria has
been working towards development of young people.

Cheikh Mamina DIEDHIOU

Organisation: Comité Jeunes Médiaterre de la
Francophonie

Country: Sénégal

Development Interests: Contribuer au développement de
I'Afrique avec d'autres jeunes du contient. Parce que je suis
convaincu que le développement de notre continent ne
peut venir que de I'engagement réel de son plus important
potentiel: LA JEUNESSE

Name: Matthew Ewusi Nyarkoh

Organisation: Youth for Democracy

Country: Ghana

Development Interests: Develop new skill and experience
and to learn about different cultures. My developments
interests are: Fighting for the rights and liberty of the
youth and children of my country. Career developments,
confidence and assertiveness skills . m

NAYD Members React to

Obamads Victory
Martin Luther King Jnr once
little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their
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character. | alsohave a dream that one day Africa people will join Communication Officer (shussain@worldbank.org); and

hands and work together for a better continent. They will no longeys. Ernestine Njoke, Team Assistant,
fight over race, religion or culture. No more Darfur ethnic (enjoke@worldbank.org).
cl eansingbs, or Rwanda genoci des; no more fights over na

resources; thawve will have selfless politicians who work tirelessly :
for a better Africa, not the selfish politicians who destroy their owrf:009 Human Rights Essay Award

country to Iline their own poc gllth_r_P_ap_er_s:fxﬁagen?)ﬁog HLgn@n R%%?‘j%ﬁadc t Bar a
to sort it out....it has to be the hands of Africans to makelteem Humanitarian Law. American University Washington
come true.Paul Shaw College of Law

Www.geovision.co.ukwww.nayd.orgrext/mob: +447715419530 The Academy is proud to announce the topic of the 2009
Human Rights Essay Award. This year’s topic for the
essay in English is: “60 years of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights: its contemporary normative impact”.
Deadline for submissions is February 3, 2009.

Dear all, _ About the Award: This annual competition seeks to
Just to invite you all to the celebration of the wonderfukiimylate the production of scholarly works in

Victory with American people. Outear friend and brother jnternational human rights law. The Academy on Human
Barack Obama, the black man, has won the great elections ffjgnts and Humanitarian Law grants two Awards, one for
United States of America. It is so amazing and historical fofje pest article in English and one for the best article in
the entire World and especially for Africa continent. Thespanish. The Jury deciding the Award will be comprised
CHANGE has come now!!! What we could not beliebe 4of professionals with a recognized —expertise in
years ago happens in USA. The dream of Martin Luther Kingpternational human rights law. The best articles may be
the famous change maker who was fighting for human righ§ypjished in the American University International Law
becomes reality. Throughout his speech, | was surprise to heggyiew.

Obama yesterday saying " Amerfeiafafdinedc&AviM cohsistofr €al 'y al i
For all Africans, Europeans, and others, lets take actionsa scholarship to the 2009 Specialized Human Rights
together for the CHANGE in the rest of the World. We caprogram travel expenses* to Washington D.C.

change African, Europe, Asia and so on. We are able fgoysing* at the university dorms per diem for living
change the mentalities since we are youths and dynamics. Ngyhenses* for the three-week session

| can believe that it is possible, we acapable to do so. xgyhject to restrictions

Colour, origin, culture, religion are not the matter. We areg|jgipjlity and Requirements

ONE.All different All equalTonton Yawo Abotsifi Y 0 U N Oparticipants may choose any subject related to the

EE I S Sk S

Devel_(?prr]ent (JeunesDéveloppement ) assigned topic: “60 years of the Universal Declaration of
E—mal!. JeUdthOQO@y_ahoo'fr ) Human Rights: its contemporary normative impact”.
Website: www.cooperationtogo.net/jeudevtogo - Candidates must hold a law degree.

Switzrland - Submissions must be unpublished legal papers in

English, written solely by the candidate.
- Articles must not exceed 35 pages, including footnotes,
OPPORTUNITIES and must be double spaced using 12-point Times New

Job Openings Roman font. _ _ _
Position: Program Director - Fauna & Flora International - Articles must be submitted via email to

(FF1). Salary: USD 36,000 - USD 42,000, with flexibility, with Nracademy@wcl.american.edu in Microsoft Word format.
flexibility, according to abilities, experience and potential for 1 e deadline to submit articles is February 3, 2009, at

the administration of funds. Duration: Fixed contract of two 10:0_0 a.m. E.ST' .
years, with potential to extend. Location: Fauna & Flora \_/v\é\tl)lsr;?;rs will be announced on April 1, 2009 on our

International, Managua, Nicaragua With requirement of
national and international trips according to necessity. For
more information, contact: rachel.austin@fauna-flora.org

- A comprehensive list of rules is available at:
www.wcl.american.edu/hracademy.hraward.cfm

World Bank Consultant,

Position: Outreach and Partnership Coordinator for the African . .
Heartland Forest Trust Fund -. Location: Washington, DC. 19-22 January 2009. Cartography and Geoinformatics

Contact Mr. Giuseppe Topa, Lead Forests Specialist for Africa 10 Early Warning and Emergency Management:

Meetings


http://www.nayd.org/
http://www.wcl.american.edu/hracademy.hraward.cfm

Symposium of ICA Working Group on Cartography in Early
Warning and Crises Management (CEWaCM) and JBGIS
Geo-information for Disaster Management (Gi4DM). The
deadline for the submission of abstracts has been extended to
15 November 2008. For more information:
http://c4c.geogr.muni.cz/index.html. UNOOSA through the
UN-SPIDER Programme will provide air tickets to two
participants to attend this meeting. Preference will be given to
young researchers/professionals that have been accepted to
present in the symposium and have submitted the full paper,
that are from a developing country, and that have been
specifically nominated by their institution or department to
participate in this international meeting. If you are interested in
being considered for one of the two air tickets please inform
the  organisers  when  submitting  your  abstract:
c4c@geogr.muni.cz. Please attach the endorsement from your
institution or department to participate in this meeting. From
Georg Magerl, UN-SPIDER.

23-24 January 2009. National Seminar on Conservation of
Biodiversity in Protected Areas—Opportunities and
Challenges. Christ University, Bangkok, Thailand. Call for
papers now open. See: http://www.forest.ku.ac.th/fortrop2008/

24-26 March 2009. Student Conference on Conservation
Science. University of Cambridge. The closing date for
applying for the conference is the 15th NOVEMBER 2008.
Please note, you must apply using ONLY the on-line
application form, which can be found on our website
http://www.sccs-cam.org/. The 2009 SCCS will also be our
10th anniversary, so we look forward to a very memorable
conference! From Kalpana Giri, via Nepalese Foresters List.

15-19 June 2009. Spatial Data Infrastructure Convergence:
Building SDI Bridges to Address Global Challenges. GSDI
11 World Conference. Rotterdam, the Netherlands. The Call
for Papers may be found with all the active web links at
http://www.gsdi.org/gsdill/papers.html.  Abstracts due 1
December 2008.

ANNOUNCEMENT

NAYD Appreciation and call for Devoted Volunteers

As you must have read in the NAYD yahoo group, we hope to
enter 2009 with new directives and a more efficient team to
run our activities. Some of you have been very effective and |
own the strides we have to taken so far to your unmeasured
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devotion. | must name Mike of Kenya, Kevin of Nigeria as
exemplary country Directors, for the hard work and focus
they showed. | must also note the devotion of Raoul
Tchachoung of the translation team and Christian Tabifor
of INSPIRE team. Both guys have been very dependable.
However, few of you have shown such commitment to a
job you applied for, even though I can remember asking
each of you individually what could be done to encourage
you. We have launched new recruitment of volunteers for
NAYD and that will last till November. During this
period, those of you who have not been very active, by that
I mean doing the task outlined on your appointment note
will be replaced.

If you want to stay onboard, please re-send your CV to
nayd2007@yahoo.com with a cover letter including the
below information on or before the 30th of November
2007.

- A fair assessment of your contribution to the network so
far

- The difficulties you have faced and how you have
handled them

- And your proposals for a way-forward specific to the job
you have occupied so far.

Thanks again all of you for joining the NAYD team. If you
wish to stop volunteering with us, just ignore this message.
In which case, accept our gratitude and best wishes.
Cheers. POCHI TAMBA, CEO NAYD International

Help Request: | started a rural nursery - primary school. |
need $2500000, we have {three directors} acquired one
acre of land and we need funds to put up a classroom
block for pupils. So far | have about 2500 pupils and we
only put up two classroom blocks that only accommodates
150 pupils only and they cant raise money to provide their
education, uniforms, meals and school fees

Email: levymusha@yahoo.com

Mushana levi tayebwa

Country: ntungamo/uganda

Tel: +256782888103

EE IR I I I S I S
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Obama’s Worldwide Victory Celebration in Pictures

IN THE NEXT EDITION

Inthe ninetieth edi ti on of | NSPI RE youo6l!|l find the foll owin
- More and more news on how African youths are impacting changes in the lives of people all over Africa.
- Events, Opportunities and Resources.

For inq uiries, please write to
nayd2007@yahoo.com
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What is NAYD?

NAYD is the Network of African youths for Development .1t began in 2006 and today involves close to 40 youth-led projects in about
20 African countries.

How can you join NA YD?
You are welcome to join NAYD and support the activities of its members. Write to nayd2007@yahoo.com for more information.
Have something to say! Great! Write to us at the above mentioned email and we shall put your article on the newsletter. We invite
you to tell the world through our INSPIRE: whatever you want to share on development. Are you part of an organisation helping
people to be positive? Are you dreaming of a better Africa? Join us and make your voice heard. Send us a mail. Specifically, the
objectives NAYD as outlined in its constitution are:
O001To promote and encourage the work done by young & Africans in effecting positive change on the continent. & To facilitate
exchange between youths involved in development, by creating a network of exchange. 7 [TTo further the networks formed by and for
young Africans for the development of the continent. 8To promote recognition of, mobilise and enhance the capacity of Young
Africans internationally and provide them with leadership skills to take action against poverty. To achieve its vision, NAYD works
with associations and groups of youths across the African continent and beyond to educate, inform and inspire others to use their
power, privilege, skills and abilities to create a better world for current and future generations.

NAYD TEAM
POCHI TAMBA ELUKESSON TONTON JEAN LUC TAPE LYSd'i 'RADd.UKUT]DAf
CEO, NAYD tonton_elukessu@yahoo.fr civ_tjeanluc@yahoo.com réay u(rju_n '?{ya co.Ir
www.nayd.org RDC office, NAYD Ivory Coast office, NAYD urundi Office, NAYD
MUNU Thaddeus KEVIN CHIKE NNADI ALPHA BERETEY ANE’“F.{bEW WON
Communications and PRO, NAYD  naydnigeria@yahoo.com naydsierraleone@yahoo.com rll?gelri;rg%éae OISI./ZOYmD
thaddson@nayd.org Nigerian Office, NAYD Sierra Leone Office, NAYD THOMAS MITCHEL
CHI PRIMUS MICHAEL MUCHOMBA AHIMBISIBWE BAGARUKAYO thamaamitrhell@navd ara
naydcameroon@yahoo.com naydkenya@yahoo.com nayd.uganda@yahoo.co.uk
Cameroon Office, NAYD Kenya Office, NAYD Uganda office, NAYD

AVWW.Navd ©
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