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here, and once again, it is time to talk, talk
and talk. Though the COP 17 is not the first
COP held in an African soil (COP 12 was held
Kenya in 2006), but this one by and large is
the much talk-about COP in Africa, hence
dubbed as the Africans COP. But the questions which remain
are what make COP 17 really an African COP? What is
unique about it? Is it only because it is held in Africa and
that's it!! Or is organising the COP in Africa really means the
outcome of the negotiation will favour Africa’s agenda? Can
South Africa, the incoming president really steer the
negotiation to make it swing in favour of Africa?
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Will the outcome of the discussion going to be as usual, a
simple COP decision without any binding targets or this time
round would it be a fair ambitious and a legally binding one?
Is this year’s COP going to be different from that of 2009,
where few powerful countries meet in a green room, put up
negotiating text, tailored to suite their selfish national
interest then ask the world to accept what they decided? Or
is COP 17 going to be a COP, where leaders make franks
talks, having the threat of climate change at the back of
their minds and then make a COP where parties big or small
unclenched their fists for national interest to a global climate
treaty that is needed to salvage the planet and the future
generation?

Well, these are questions that needs urgent and decisive
answers yet many a time there is none. So the world once
again sit and wait, and as usual hoping for the best but
expecting the worst. The COP 17 ends on the 9" December
2011 and then we shall know what our leaders have put on
the table for us.

While we are waiting, fingers-a-crossed, we want to reflect
on what we think should constitute a successful COP or
otherwise, in the eyes of African youth. First, we want to join
the African group stand at the negotiation and want to say
them, louder and clear that we are behind you. As young
people, representing the future, the generation that will
inherit whatever decision reach today, and living in Africa,
the continent that is most vulnerable and less capacities to
adapt, we are equally perturb by the slow pace to act by
those countries that are able, and in fact responsible for
current predicament of the changing climate. We are now
tired of the hide-and-seek and business as usual of talks that
lead us nowhere. The COP is such an expensive under-taking
that we can longer accept the lack progress to reach a
definitive agreement for global emission reduction. So, it's
time to act.

In a recent interview of Tosi Mpanu, the chief Negotiator of
the African group under the UNFCCC with leaderhiponline, he

said that Africa has high respect for the Kyoto protocol,
Africa will not comprise with the life of the KP, the only
legally binding instrument that requires those countries
most responsible for causing climate change to reduce
pollution. We welcome this tough stand and are happy
that our leaders and with us and think alike.

We has no doubt that with a united African front this is
achievable, however, we are equally worried that annex
1 countries will use their divide-and-rule tactic which
they are very good at, to get an easy way out. We hope
that the respective African countries will not be lured
again to comprise their concerted efforts for big
promises that are often not fulfilled. What we want to
see now is tangible commitments that is legally binding
and support climate financing needed to curb the climate
crises. Funding for climate change based on bilateral
agreement cannot just work for Africa and should not be
accepted.

We therefore join Mr.Tosi and the general African group
to ask for tangible outcome from Durban that is based
on science that is fair and that honours the promises all
countries have made to each other in the UN Climate
Convention and its Kyoto Protocol. Unlike the mainly
perceive death of Kyoto protocol in Durban we expect
nothing less extension of the KP to another commitment
period, after the current commitment expires in 2012.

This agreement need to be reach in Durban in order to
avoid gap. Parties need to agree to a level of co-
operative global efforts that cut emission to a safe level
for Africa and other developing nations. And hence we
want implore on all parties to agree to global emission
reductions  well below 1.5 degrees  Celsius.

Also, we want to remind parties do all it require to close
the mitigation gap, ensuring that the developed
countries take on the lead for fair and appropriate
contributions to the global emission reduction effort,
based on historical responsibility and ability.

We want the finance gap to be close ensuring that the
developed countries meet their commitments to enable
the adaptation and mitigation efforts in developing
countries that is clean and not following the annex 1
countries development pathway. In addition we want to
see, capacity building, climate Education integrate into
central focus on negotiation.

This may look to be a tall demand for many critics but
we stand firm until these demands are met. We have
Faith!!!

Ebrima S. Dem (Climate change focal person for
the Net work of African Youth for Development)
email: climateinfo@nayd.org
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In the context of the G20 Summit, Africa 2.0 was selected to
contribute to the G20 Development Workshops that took
place in Paris (France), on October 21st 2011, around the
theme: -G20 Development, Solutions for a New World-.

During those meetings and private prior engagements and
discussions with key decision makers in charge of the G20,
Africa 2.0 made recommendations on 2 major topics:

1. The launch of an Africa Diaspora Bond

2. The setting up of Regional Commodity Exchange.

The issuance of an Africa Diaspora Bond could help partially
bridging the financing gap necessary to support the
development of the continent by raising funds between
US$5-10 billion every year. The Bond could provide
affordable funding to corporate expanding across the
continent and finance highly cross border infrastructure
projects. The volume of remittance sent by the Diaspora to
Africa is estimated between US$50-60 billion per year (could
exceed US$ 100 billion if we take into account the
undeclared remittance).

On the food security topic our group proposed the
implementation of a Regional Commodity Exchanges in
Africa as it could help address prices volatility, provide better
information to farmers coupled with greater revenues, as
well as set higher standards of production of food commodity
products.

The Conference gathered 500 participants including G20 high
profile representatives and other guests and experts from
Governments, Civil Society, Private Sector, and the
International Media. The G20 Development- Sessions tackled
4 parallel workshops each dedicated to 4 specific topics:
Food Security, Infrastructure, the Social Aspect of
Globalization, Innovative Finance to fund Development.

We set up private meetings the day prior to the Conference,
our group was received by Philippe Gautier, Director Medef
International (the French business confederation, gathering
800,000 companies). Medef is chairing The Business 20
(B20) in Cannes. The B20 is an event which is part of the
G20 Summit: it is meant to express common views from the
international business community. More specifically, its main
purpose consists in developing recommendations and issuing
relevant commitments from the business leaders and
business organizations to deal with nowadays issues.

Africa 2.0 was subsequently hosted at Elysee (the French
Presidency) for a subsequent meeting with Olivier Colom
advisor to President Sarkozy for G8-G20, Development and
Climate Change related issues.

The visit to Paris also allowed the team to meet and engage
in constructive discussions with other personalities such as
Getachew Engida (Deputy Director General of UNESCO) and
Donald Kaberuka (president of African Development Bank)

who both welcomed the Africa 2.0 initiative and look
forward to further collaboration with our Group.

All in all it was a successful visit and our
recommendations were highly considered and have
positioned Africa 2.0 as a serious player with clear

Vision and Knowledge on issues pertaining to the African
continent and committed to Transform Hope Into Action?
To deliver tangible results.

Click here to view
http://www.africa2point0.org/node/210)

pictures

By Lievin Feliho (Chapter Head Africa 2.0 France)

Follow Africa 2.0 on Twitter and Facebook or visit our
www.africa2point0.org.

Facebook: Africa 2020 Foundation

Twitter: Africa 2point0

Peace in Africa
(IFAPA) and the
following
youth
organizations
and networks:
The
International
Young Catholic
Students,
Association Jeunesse Verte du Cameroon (AJVC), Nahdet El

Mahrousa, Southern Africa Youth Movement, Network for
African Youths for Development, African University Students
Network, South African Youth Council, have established the
African Youth Decade Alliance (AYDA).

The African Youth Decade Alliance was formed in Johannesburg
during the first steering committee meeting held from the 7th
to 8th November 2011, in which the representatives of the
organizations above mentioned attended.

The vision of the Alliance is to see a connected Africa,
advancing the African youth developmental agenda. The
mission of the Alliance is to mobilize and provide a functional
and technical platform for African Youth Organizations (AYOs)
and networks to effectively and constructively contribute to the
implementation of the AU African Youth Charter and Youth
Decade Plan of Action.
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The African Youth Decade Alliance seeks to unite African Youth lutte contre les IST/VIH/sida et la santé sexuelle et
reproductive des adolescents et jeunes (RENAJS-Niger).

Cet atelier foire financé par le FIDA, la Fondation Phelps
Stokes avec la participation du centre Songhai, ACUA,
and the African Youth Charter. To achieve this aim, the African Palmares, Givel project et le Gouvernement du Bénin a

Youth Decade Alliance will be embarking on a strategy of African ~ marqué une étape décisive dans les processus de suivi et

. . . . d’évaluation des politiques d’entrepreneuriat des jeunes
Youth | n ment, fosterin rtnersh n ner, . . .
outh policy engagement, fostering partnerships and_synergies mais_également a, permis aux participants de renforcer

0SGsSSYy !ttAl yOSQa g H&inpatdNricart y Rurstc 'n%éaﬁcé‘sl'eﬂjd}‘ééhanger leurs expériences sur

Organizations and networks around the imperative of the
implementation of the African Union Youth Decade Plan of Action

,2dziK hNBFyAalGA2ya FyR ySig2Njthegme AgléuBes lemmifradeu da - REAS f di LIY €
discourse. Changement ; Youth entrepreneurs - Agents of
Change ».

Les présentations et discussions qui ont eu lieu au cours
des différentes sessions ont porté sur quatre
interface between African Youth Policy and the organizations which thématiques principales :

that policy affects by providing youth organizations and networks - L'innovation et leadership

- L'innovation et agri business

- L’innovation et entrepreneuriat

- Emploi des jeunes au Benin

establishing a new competing African Youth Organization, but rather En marge de cette rencontre, le ‘Youth Advisory Group’
an aid to already existing youth organizations in their engagement  (YAG), qui est le comité restreint d’orientation et de

with and pursuit of the Youth Decade Plan of Action and African suivi des activites du Re§eau comprenant u_nl_quement
douze membre dont Aminatou Daouda Hainikoye du

In this regard, the African Youth Decade Alliance will act as the

with technical expertise and necessary tools for constructive African
youth policy engagement. In this way, the Alliance is not

Youth Charter. Niger s'‘est réuni et au terme des échanges, les
principales recommandations formulées ont portées sur
The founding meeting of the AYDA unanimously agreed to: confirm les trois axes suivants : de restituer les travaux du
the membership of the Alliance, to engage with a representative ~ FOrum par les Ambassadeurs dans leurs pays respectifs
aux jeunes , aux organisations internationales

from the African Union Commission on the Youth Decade Plan of intervenant dans le domaine présentes dans le pays et

Action, to agree to the vision, mission and objectives of the Alliance aux autorités par des événements identifiés par chaque
and to conceptualize and ratify the founding document of the =~ ambassadeur selon son contexte (audience avec le
Alliance.y présider]t, les conférences, et autres); encourager les
jeunes a entreprendre en initiant des projets innovants
et en rédigeant un projet bancable et viable ;aux
organisations internationales de mettre a la disposition
des jeunes ambassadeurs et jeunes entrepreneurs
porteurs de projets bancables des ressources financiéres,
matérielles et techniques pour une bonne coordination
de la plateforme et pour la réalisation des projets
innovateurs et bancales ; aux gouvernements de faciliter
la formalisation du RMJI dans les pays et enfin de faire
un plaidoyer pour que RMIJI soit reconnu au niveau des
(Remise de la distinction Nations Unies comme une plateforme d’échanges,
d’apprentissage et un fond de garanti pour les jeunes.

Freddy Nkosi
African Monitor Trust
Email: freddy@africanmonitor.org

Tel: +27 21 713 28 02

de la jeunesse mondiale au
Président Yayi Boni pour

ses efforts fournis dans Quel objectif pour le Réseau ? Le Réseau mondial des
l 6appui aux | eun e $€UNgS; Poyr I'ingovation I(GYIN) vise a contribuer a la
cadr e du | eader sfgdu ipn de lg pauvreté chez les jeunes ruraux mal
entreprenariat et desservis en Afrique et dans les Amériques en leur

| 6agrobusiness.) présentant des opportunités et des perspectives
d'affaires, d'innovation et des connaissances des jeunes

Tenu du 10 au 13 Octobre 2011 & Cotonou au Bénin, I'atelier ~ SUr des modeles reproductibles réussis a petite échelle

foire international d’inauguration du Réseau Mondial des dans le domaine de I’a,gro—entreprise afin de leur
Jeunes pour | 61l nnovati on et eRMdglajs Global permettre de créer et de s’engager dans ce domaine de
Youth Innovation Network (GYIN) consacré &  fagon durable.

I'Innovation et I’'Entrepreneuriat de la jeunesse du monde a e ., B .

réuni une centaine de participants venants de tous les  L'objectif general de GYIN est de creer et soutenir un
continents. environnement favorable dans lequel les jeunes peuvent
Parmi les participants figure madame Aminatou Daouda  2dir en leur nom propre, avec leurs propres termes et
Hainikoye, Jeune leader, activiste engagée dans le combat  faciliter le partage d'experiences, d'apprentissage et de
des femmes et des jeunes au Niger du Réseau des Jeunes de ~ "€Seaux pour les jeunes entrepreneurs. Le Reseau
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Mondial des Jeunes pour l'innovation sera une initiative des
jeunes dirigé, animé et géré entierement par des jeunes
ainsi que les sponsors. Dans ce contexte, les objectifs
spécifiques sont les suivants:

9 Identifier et contacter les jeunes entrepreneurs et les
partenaires de I'organisation ainsi que les communautés

9 Assurer que les expériences, pratiques et enseignements
sont échangés et renforcés par et pour le bénéfice des
jeunes et des jeunes entrepreneurs.

9 Organiser le lancement d’'un événement qui servira de
tremplin pour mettre en place un réseau de jeunes dans
la région qui sera nourri par I'expansion des initiatives
dirigées par des jeunes d’expériences afin d'améliorer
I'entreprenariat

9 Faciliter la création d’une plateforme de réseau social
appartenant et est autogérée par les jeunes et qui
fonctionne comme un centre de ressources sur les
jeunes et I'entrepreneuriat.y’

DAOUDA HAINIKOYE Aminatou

Cél. (00227)91 10 08 14/ 97 35 35 39/ 94 25 63 62.

Skype: aminatoudh

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) voted by the United
Nation’s in the year 2000. Given that this fight seems to be
slowing down and that more than 5% of Cameroonians are
living with HIV/AIDS-60% of which are women and 40%
falling in the youths category-there is a cause for concern on
the strategy to be used for the achievement of MDGs.

Conscious that handicapped persons are also celebrated in
December and given that living with HIV/AIDS is more and
more considered a handicapped. This article is going to dwell
on the inclusion of the handicapped in the achievement of
MDGs.

Concerning the non-achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) by most countries of the global
south, much has been said and so much more left unsaid.
But if there is one thing that has so often been ignored by
policy makers, politicians and all those in charge of
implementing policies that will lead to a timely achievement
of MDGs, it the absence of human rights in these goals. The
non-inclusion of human rights in the MDGs means the
exclusion of handicapped persons, indigenous people, and
other minority groups in their achievement.

Given that handicapped persons constitute 10% of
Cameroon’s population and are among the poorest people in
the country, it is evident that talking of poverty, the fight
against hunger, improvement of maternal health care and
reduction of infant mortality child is pretentious if nothing is
done to the more than 85% of these handicapped persons

aged14-64 years who are jobless and the other 15% of
them who are confined to shoe mending, shoe shinning
and other informal sector activities.

Also, talking about achieving universal access to
education without paying particular attention to the fact
that less than 5% of handicapped children in Cameroon
can afford to go to school with only 2% of these
handicapped children completing secondary school, is
wishful thinking. What about the ever increasing
number of albino children who because of their sight
defect and the inability of their parents to buy them
glasses drop out daily from school?

The government of Cameroon recruited 25000 certificate
holders in 2011 under a special recruitment scheme. But
none of them was a handicapped person and as if this
was not enough, a good number of handicapped persons
were sent away from public schools because they could
not afford to pay the required fees. This despite the fact
that they are officially exempt from the payment of
school fees in public schools in Cameroon. To protest
against the above acts, the handicapped organized a
protest march in front of the prime minister’s office in
October 2011 but were violently dispersed by the police
and military forces.

Can we say of a country whose government carries out
such horrible acts against its own very population, even
if it achieves all the MDGs, that it is developed? Can
MDGs be achieved if the strategy to achieve them is not
inclusive? Can the achievement of MDGs, as they are
now, lead to sustainable development?

My answer to the above questions is 6 N O 8ecause I am
intimately convinced that, unless inclusive and people-
centred, no development plan can produce any
sustainable results. It is high time for our government
and civil society to listen to and amplify the voices of the
handicapped so that they are heard and acted upon by
policy making and implementing structures because like
all poor people, “they long to belong to, and
participate in their communities on equal footing

with others. Most of all, they do not want charity.

They want opportunity ", as former world bank
President James Wolfehnson once put it. Anything short
of this will make the achievement of MDGs in Cameroon,
even by 2035, a far-fetched dream.

How can one expect a country like Cameroon to achieve
the MDGs related to literacy, health, and economic
empowerment when it does not take the handicapped
into consideration when designing and constructing



public buildings and other infrastructure like roads, hospitals,
universities, and schools?

How can one expect Cameroon to be democratic, united and
emerging by 2025,as exposed in its vision 2035,when more
10% of its population(handicapped persons) are
disenfranchised due to their non-consideration when
designing and producing electoral material(especially ballots)
and situating polling stations(Most being inaccessible to the
handicapped)?

Realizing that the above is impossible without respect for
human rights, we, at the Education 4Development
Foundation (E4DF) have made human rights the 9™ MDG
and therefore one of the elements of our advocacy and
awareness creation campaign on a participative, timely, and
inclusive achievement of MDGs in our community. Through
our MDGs participative achievement programme, we reached
out to more than 1000 pupils and students in 2011 and look
forward to reaching out to a greater number in 2012.y

Kwa Gaston Fosah
Action Partn er for the Oxfam
Partnerships

International Youth

people can now do things which were impossible in the past. Motor
vehicles help us commute; trains and airplanes even more so.

Technology really helps us, but in my opinion the use of it is
sometimes too much. Here is one instance from my neighbourhood:
| saw my neighbour going to a local shop by motorcycle. And how
far is her house from the shop? Only 250 meters! She only bought
3 @ one pack of instant noodles and

also got a plastic bag for free. Since
she wused her motorcycle, she
needed the plastic bag because she
couldn't hold the noodles while
driving. So, the plastic bag with its
carrying handler became the
solution. If she had chosen to walk
to the shop, she wouldn't have
= needed the plastic bag, as she could

have carried the noodles in her hand.

This little example shows that technology is sometimes
inappropriate, and too much. We become dependent on it for
simple tasks and worse, we become lazy.

Truly, we human beings consume enormous amounts of energy,
drain water supplies, and devour food and resource in an
unsustainable way. Humanity's total ecological footprint was
estimated at close to two planet Earths - in other words, humanity
uses ecological services almost twice as fast as Earth can renew

them. This causes climate change, which is threatening human
life with rising sea levels, storms, floods etc. Unequivocally, if
we knowingly continue to live in a manner, which harms and
jeopardizes planet Earth, soon all the goodness the Earth has to
offer us will be devoured.

Nevertheless, the one word forecast for a greener future is:
CHANGE. We must start making less polluting choices. Low-
carbon living is the key to our future; it creates less carbon
dioxide emissions. More so, reducing our carbon footprint will
not only help the planet, but also improve the quality of our
lives.

You can start now to calculate your current emissions, so you
can see how much you
save in a year¢ € 2 dzQ f
surprised how well you |
do! To calculate vyour
emissions use the Carbon
Calculator.

However, on a practical
note here are several tips
for you to employ, the
more people that adopt this thinking, the more we heal our
green habitat¢ ¢he Earth:

w tfrFryd RSOARdZ2 dza s, GiN® Geds can 2
remove fifty pounds of carbon from the air each year.

w .dz22 {YFNIY LIz2NOKI&aS SySNBeé
the Energy Star Label.

w ¢dzNYy 2FF fAIKGazr GStSOAaAA2Y
not in use.

w 2Ff132 o0ARdSige mdd tiddsk? & well as limit

travel by using communication technologies.
w WSLIX I OS {dzy3a i Sefficiedt difiodesient & A (
bulbs or compact light fixtures.

® t dZNDK l-eHiSent Icar oF alz&-fative fuel vehicle, like
fuel cell car, solar car, etc.

w alyl38 KSIGAy3 yR 022t Ay3

What lifestyle changes have you decided to adopt today in
order to reduce your carbon footprints? Y Samuel Duru

110001,SOLWEZI OR 120137

KASEMPA ZAMBIA.

MISSION : The mission of our

organisation is to take the challenges
of poverty eradication by
strengthening the youths and orphans
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with the ability to work together for development through
income generating activities and make orphans to be self -
productive.

We are providing sustainable development through voluntary
working by our
members in training
the youths, women
and orphans in life
skills in Solwezi and
Kasempa districts of
Zambia

VISI ON : Our vision
is to see that we
reduce the number of
vulnerability among
the youths, orphans and vulnerable children (OVCs). We
would love see that those affected and infected with
HIV/AIDS cop - up with their life by enhancing our active
listening skills to ensure that those grieving have their
thought made lighter. CCCYD believe that today determines
the future of our nation thus its focus is to non -
dlscrlmlnatlvely engage the youth and children in healthy

3 and productive
practices for a better
future.

MAIN OBJECTIVES
The main aim of the
organization is to
empower youth,
orphans and
vulnerable children
3 with practical skills
and provide support to orphans and vulnerable children

(oVQC).

0 To promote agriculture and train youths to run small
scale farming.

0 To promote health care services in the community and
conduct HIV/AIDS programs.

0 To reduce urban drift.

U To collaborate/network with other NGOs and share
experiences on the future course of action of youths to
combat unemployment and the spread of HIV/AIDS.

i To provide support to vulnerable children, TB patients
and PLWHA.

U To encourage youths to live actively and strongly
through sports/recreation programs.

U To train youths and orphans in life skills such as
carpentry, tailoring, knitting, computer programs and
any other income generating activities etc.

0 To provide early child hood education and illiteracy adult
education

Current Programs : Since the formulation of the
organisation, we run the following programs on voluntary
basis.

-HIV/AIDS awareness campaign.

- Orphans support - provision of school requirements (Books
and Pencils, Food) at different schools and compounds.

-Vocational skills: currently, we are training orphans and
vulnerable children in carpentry and joinery, tailoring
cutting and design, knitting and basic computer skills.
-Provision of clothes (sweaters to orphaned children in
the community).

-Provision of literacy materials to children and other
community members.

Contact Details: ALEX BWALUKA -Email:
alexbwaluka@yahoo.co.uk

I am Grace Atuhaire, 23 year old female Journalist in
Uganda with a passion in citizen journalism.

In March 2011, I was taken on as an Intern by Kess
Grant at Twaweza Uganda. There I was to pilot the idea
of an online Radio/TV called Earlylife Radio. This grew to
be a success and at the time I was introduced to Sam of
the Uganda Radio Network. He liked the idea and gave
me the project a chance to kick start from their studio
but with an agreement that we were to start paying rent
after a period of three months. I shared the platform
with a friend from Kenya called Nohlini Akilinyi (Joined
with other Kenyan Youths ). With the Ugandan friends
like Verone Akakunda, Mimi Harriet, Gilbert Daniel Bwete
and Allen Atutambira. These gave their free time to the
radio but because to all of us it was not a priority
activity. It kept on lagging behind and by the time the
period of grace elapsed with URN, nothing much had
been achieved.

In August, 2011, I met with Solomon Manzi, who I was
acquitted to since December 2010. We got to discuss
about the radio and since he was the head of the youth’s
department at the Pan African Movement. He Introduce
the concept to Newton, the global coordinator of the Pan
African Movement. Its then that Daniel, after consulting
with the Board of the Movement, the Radio was taken on
to be the today Earlylife Pan African Radio.

So far, we have a studio room at the Pan African
Movement secretariat offices in Kampala, a hosting
website and have conducted a three day training of our
volunteers who will be hosting different programs on the
radio and this saw the acknowledge of media
personalities, like Malcolm Webb of Aljazeera, Peter
Mwesige from Africa Centre for Media Excellence and
Derrick Kabisi from Talking films Africa.

Though, the radio still faces challenge of the studio
equipment and account costing.

About ELPA Radio: EarlyLife Pan African Radio aims at
giving a platform to the Pan African youth to contribute
to their society through citizen journalism.

Its target audi ence: Being all Pan Africanists,
University going students as well as urban youths all
over Africa that can access internet services on phone,
wireless internet access laptops and Cyber Cafés.

Our Vision is to create an advocacy platform for youths
to participate, voice issues and find solutions to
problems that affect youths in different communities as a
way of being part of social development.
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You can support us by clicking on the donation tab on the
right side corner of our website at www.earlyliferadio.com

As we work on our programming, we welcome all youths
aged between 16 to 38 to volunteer in sharing news and
their experiences both Articles, Audio and video by
registering on our website.y

“Change, yes we can!” has become the slogan of not only a
successful campaign but also a message of hope at a time of
national and global crisis. Of course, change for the sake of
change is not enough. The goal and direction of that change
is far more important. Youth must bring their wisdom to bear
on the myriad challenging social issues of today. There is a
place for us in the line-up that is happening across the globe
right now.

The youth are not only the leaders of tomorrow-we are also
leaders of today. Youth participation in issues of local and
global concern means: recognizing and nurturing the
strengths, interests, and abilities of young people through
the provision of real opportunities for them to become
involved in decisions that affect them at individual and
systemic levels.

However, providing real opportunities for young people is
often easier said than done. Thus, we have to put on our
thinking caps-put our creative powers to work, and start
creating opportunities for ourselves and for others within our
various backgrounds. I am so glad that NAYD has given us a
platform to aspire, inspire, learn, and contribute
meaningfully towards uplifting all humanity. Big or small-our
contributions to this end can make a huge difference and
help create positive change. “"Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.” - Margaret Mead.

You may think because you are just one person, there is
nothing you can possibly do that will make a difference. You
may think you are too insignificant to matter. You may think
you do not have enough time or money to do something
worthwhile. You may think that there are powerful forces out
there that control everything, and that you are too small to
make an impact-you are probably right. But when you
become part of a group, things change and anything is
possible.

With team work, we can turn off the tide of indifference and
inaction in our society. The changes that are happening in
our countries and globally, call for a large number of young
people to get involved and help create a new vision and put
us on a new path toward positive change. That means
getting active and bringing lots of other young people into
the process.

We should figure out that the very fact of community and
cooperation is a sine qua non for a more equitable,
prosperous and sustainable future for all. With synergy, we
can carry out meaningful projects which will result to

positive and enduring changes that improve lives and
communities around the world.

"You may never know what results come of your action,
but if you do nothing there will be no result.” - Mahatma
Gandhi. Get off the mat! Get involved! Be an actor, not
an onlooker!y Samuel Duru

Organisation of African Youth — Cameroon together with
her partners have launched a project called YOUTH
MEDIA. Youth Media project aims to create space for
youth voluntary interaction, youth workers and youth
leaders in order to exchange experiences and acquire
new knowledge, skills and competencies in the delivery
of information campaigns for youth and development of
partnerships and networks of youth organizations. This
project which started on the 1st of October 2011 and will
last a period of one year, ending on the 31st of
September 2011.

The project’s main objectives are;

>To provide the opportunity of exploring how media can
be used in youth activities.

>The acquisition by the participants
presentation and communication skills.

> To identify specific NGO/media relations.
>To increase transnational mobility among young people
through direct involvement in

project activities of youth organizations in Africa and
Europe.

>To promote active participation of young people by
involving them in project implementation activities.

>To promote cooperation and exchange of best practices
in non-formal education methods.

of creative

During the project, the following activities will be carried
out,

1 Organizing workshops for local youth to acquire the
skills to organize a media campaign.

2 Organizing a media campaign by each participant on
human rights and the fight against

racism and xenophobia.

3 Organizing a meeting to evaluate the project.

4 Organize a training course on organizing a youth
media campaign.

5 Setting up an online radio station which will be portal-
voice for the youth involved in the

project.

ORGANISATION OF AFRICA YOUTH - CAMEROON
P.O. Box 58 Muyuka, South West Region

E- mail: cameroon@oayouth.or g

Tel: (00237)330938 45 ; 74432435 ; 77859297
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*** OPPORTUNITIES ***

PRESS RELEASE
Young people to write new UNAIDS strategy on youth

and HIV

UNAIDS will use crowdsourcing technologies and social
media platforms to engage young people in developing AID S
policy

GENEVA, 25 October 2011 —The Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) is launching
CrowdOutAIDS.org, an online collaborative project to
crowdsource its new strategy on youth and HIV—a first in
the UN system. Crowdsourcing is a technique used to rapidly
engage large numbers of interested people to develop
strategies solve problems or propose relevant and fresh
ideas. With around 3000 young people aged 15-24 becoming
infected with HIV daily, leveraging new modes of
communication and online collaboration with young people is
essential for an effective response to HIV.

“We're asking youth around the world to debate, draft and
work with UNAIDS to implement this new strategy,” said
Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. “It is absolutely
critical that we engage young people—not as recipients of
our messages but as the actors and creators of change.”

CrowdOutAIDS.org is a completely new way for UNAIDS to
develop policy on HIV. It will use crowdsourcing technologies
and familiar online tools such as Facebook, Twitter and
Renren to ensure youth engagement and action in the AIDS
response.

CrowdOutAIDS.org follows a four-step model and is open to
anyone aged 15-29. Young people will be able to shape the
new strategy from conceptualization to final drafting via a
wiki-platform. “It is important to involve young people in
policy development in order for our views, expectations and
aspirations to be fully represented,” said Jennifer Ehidiamen,
a blogger and journalist from Nigeria, and online content
curator for CrowdOutAIDS.org. “CrowdOutAIDS.org is an
innovative way to build a strong community, interested in
sharing solution-based ideas and actions on AIDS.”

The project will run over a period of two months with the
final crowdsourced strategy being produced in January,
2012. To find out more, visit www.CrowdOutAIDS.org, and
follow @UNAIDS and #CrowdOutAIDS on Twitter

CrowdOutAIDS - Africa English
https://www.facebook.com/pages/CrowdOutAIDS-Africa-
English/304773609536112?ref=pb

CrowdOutAIDS - Asia and Pacific
https://www.facebook.com/pages/CrowdOutAIDS-Asia-
and-Pacific/180769818671090

http://www.irex.org/application/community-solutions-
information-applicants

THE 21 STINT ERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S

PAINTING COMPETITION ON THE ENVIRONMENT
UNEP has launched the 21th International children's
painting competition. The Competition is organized
annually by the UNEP and the Japan-based Foundation
for Global

Peace and Environment (FGPE), Bayer and Nikon
Corporation.The theme of the 21th painting competition
will be " Green Communities" and participants will have
until 15 February 2012 to submit their entries.

Sub themes of the competition are:

How would you like to see our environment - our
communities, cities, forests, oceans and atmosphere?
What don't you like about our environment - our
communities, cities, forests, oceans and atmosphere?

The selection process will be in two stages; the regional
selection which will be done by UNEP Regional Offices
and their partners, and the global selection which will be
done by UNEP and its partners, Foundation for Global
peace and Environment (FGPE), Bayer and Nikon
Corporation.

For more details on the Competition please visit:
http://www.unep.org/tunza/children/documents/2011%
20painting%?20competition.pdf

For more information, send an email to:
children.youth @unep.org.

Income earning program impact ing lives.

Are you ready for a business that offers Success,
Freedom and Luxurious Vacations? If you are in currently
facing unemployment, huge debts, serious financial
problems, and you are seeking PROSPERITY, DECENT
LIFESTYLE, GOOD HEALTH and FINANCIAL FREEDOM.
Then check out the following generous income
generating opportunity program. This program is
currently changing poor people’s lives in more than 150
countries across the world. So don't be left out. Please
share the address with your friends, family and people
around you. Help impact lives positively with it. To get
started go now to: www.avenuestowealth.com/windows
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