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INSIDE THE ISSUE; 32 youths in leadership training- p2, K 2million items for 10 

health centres-p3, poems from prison plus many other stories.  

 

Participants and Facilitators to the organizational management, resource mobilisation, 

strategic planning and organisational development Training for Civil Society 

Organizations ï Zomba Malawi 
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In an effort to increase the number of CSOs that can ably advocate for young peopleôs 

sexual reproductive health rights at local level, YONECO has trained 32 youth leaders 

(16 male and 16 female) from 16 Civil Society Organizations. The training took place 

from 28th June to 3rd July 2010 in Zomba. 

Within YONECO strategic objectives, there is focus to enhance the capacity of youth 

civil society organisations to effectively advocate for the rights of young people in 

Malawi. YONECO under the Speak Up Project (supported by the Scottish Government) 

and the Capacity Building Project (supported by the EU ï NSA Programme) seeks to 

increase the number of CSOs that can ably advocate for young peopleôs rights including 

sexual reproductive health rights at local  and national levels.  The training aimed at 

building the capacity of youth leaders in organizational management, resource 

mobilisation, strategic planning and organisational development. Participants to the 

training were drawn from YONECO operational districts of Zomba, Ntcheu, Balaka, 

Mangochi, Machinga, NkhataBay and Rumphi.  

 

 

Bailed Out!  

In an effort to promote youth 

friendly sexual reproductive 

health service in health centres, 

YONECO from 21st to 28th June 

2010 donated various 

recreational and other materials 

worth over MK 2 million to 10 

health centres.  

The materials include; Flat 

Television screens, DVD players, 

Bawo boards, draft boards,, footballs, netballs, volleyballs, volleyball nets, office 
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tables, office chairs, shelves and megaphones among others. The donation is aimed 

at increasing the quality and inclusiveness of youth friendly Sexual Reproductive 

Health services for vulnerable young people in Malawi, in particular rural youth, 

married adolescents, domestic servants, commercial sex workers and in and out of 

prison young offenders.  

The health centres that have benefited are from five districts where YONECO is 

implementing a project called ñYankhulani!  / Speak Up - Promoting the Right of 

Youth to Access Quality SRH and HIV and AIDS Services in Malawi The project 

goal is to reduce sexual and reproductive health (SRH) inequalities for young people 

in Malawi by their access to, and uptake of, quality youth friendly SRH services and 

by building the capacity of vulnerable young people to uphold their SRH rights. The 

project is expected to increase quality of youth friendly SRH services including 

increased health providersô openness towards serving young people, in particular 

rural youth, married adolescents, domestic servants, Commercial Sex Workers, and 

in and out of prison young offenders. 

Apart from supporting health centres with materials, YONECO has trained health facility 

managers, oriented staff on client centred SRH services and trained trainers on 

integrated Youth Friendly Health Services among selected health care providers.   

 
 The project is being implemented in selected health centres and communities in 

some of YONECOôs operational districts of Balaka, Ntcheu, Nkhata Bay, Mangochi 

and Rumphi. However, some of the project activities are being conducted at national 

level. The project is funded by the Scottish Executive from Scotland 
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YONECO Supports Vulnerable Women  

YONECO supported Tadala women group with soft loans amounting to MK 100, 000.  

The loans were disbursed on 28th May 2010 and beneficiaries were  10 vulnerable 

women from 

Agnes 2 village 

in the area of 

Traditional 

Authority 

Mlumbe in 

Zomba. The 

women group 

comprised of 

PLHIVs, 

widows and 

women who 

look after the 

aged. The soft 

loans are to 

assist the women in carrying out small scale businesses to boost their livelihoods.  Each 

member of the group was given K10, 000.  The women are engaged in businesses such 

as selling beans, fish, groceries, rice and beer brewing. The women underwent a one 

day business management training before they received the second tranche of their 

loans.  This is the second time the group is receiving loans from YONECO. Some of the 

members of the group completed repayment of their first loan. 

The training they underwent in April 2010 has helped the group to improve management 

of their businesses and they are doing very well than the first time when they received 

the loans without being trained. With the skills they acquired they are now able to 

realise more profit. In the month of July they managed to pay back the sum of k21, 

000.00 more than what was agreed to be a monthly group repayment .This is an 
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indication of a good progress for the group. The training was facilitated by students on 

attachments from Natural Resources College.  

Community Members get Boreholes from Domasi CCAP 

People from the area of Group Village Headman (GVH) Kawanula, Matipa and 

Chimombo in TA Chamba have been drawing water from shallow wells and rivers for 

domestic use which was not safe. This made some people to suffer from cholera 

because they were not treating the water.  Chamba Central Community Rights 

Committee (CRC) in liaison with Area Development Committee approached   Domasi 

CCAP which has water project in the area to help them access safe water by providing 

2 boreholes and maintain the 3 which got broken sometime back. . 

In response, Domasi CCAP has provided the community two new boreholes and 

maintained the three which got broken. People are now happy to have safe water which 

will also help to reduce the cases of cholera in their area.  This will make people have 

time to take part in developmental activities instead of caring for people suffering from 

cholera. Chamba central community rights committee was trained by YONECO through 

stimulating citizenôs power project. 

One of the shallow wells used before the maintenance of the boreholes   


